
Don’t be Flippant - Light Switch Cover DIY Activity
This DIY project will help students remember to think about energy conservation, as 
well as the rivers, lakes, shorelines, wildlife, and people of the north.

Materials Needed:
- Light switch covers or outlet covers
- Magazines (National Geographic, 

Canadian Geographic, etc)
- Scissors or Exacto-Knife
- White Glue & equivalent amount of water
- Small water colour paint brushes
- Cutting Board or Mat  or Cardboard

Step 1
Students, with permission and help from their 
parents, remove a light switch cover from 
home.  This could be their bedroom switch 
cover.

Step 2 
Students look through magazines (National 
Geographic is a good one) for pictures 
relating to Hydro, the North, or Water.  
Magazine cut-outs work better than computer 
print-outs because of the paper quality.

Step 3 
If you want to include text, such as:
- Don’t be flippant!
- We’re all connected
- Think of the Other End of This Line
- Remember the North
- Etc
Print them, and cut them out.



Step 4 
Place the switch or outlet cover on the image 
you’ve chosen.  Allow for approximately 1/2” of 
extra picture around the edge of the switch cover. 

Step 5 
Cut the image to size.

Step 6 
Make your “Modge Podge” by mixing equal parts 
white glue and water.  The easiest way of doing 
this is emptying a white glue container into a cup 
or jar, and then filling the empty container with 
water and adding it.  Shake vigorously if you have 
a lid, or stir if you don’t.

Step 7 
Using the paint brush, apply a thin layer of glue on 
the front of the cover and the back of the image.

Step 8 
Centre the outlet cover on the back of the image.



Step 9
Apply glue to approximately 1/2” around the edge 
of the back of the cover.

Step 10
Cut an angle off the corners of the image, leaving 
a 1/8” of image exactly at the corners.

Step 11
Fold flaps over the edge and press into the back 
of the cover.  Apply extra glue if it doesn’t stick.

Step 12
Using scissors or an exacto-knife, cut an X into 
the outlet holes.

Step 13
Apply glue to the back of the cover around the 
outlet edges and fold back the inside edges.



Step 14 
From the front of the cover, poke out the screw-
hole with the back end of the paint brush.

Step 15
Apply a light layer of glue over the entire cover.  If 
adding text, place it and glue over it.

**This is how it might look if it were a typical light 
switch cover.

Step 16
Let dry.

Step 17
Screw back onto the light switches or outlets.


