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On behalf of the Pimicikamak nation, I welcome the apology just spoken by Greg 
Selinger, Premier of Manitoba. 

I thank you, Mr. Premier, for coming here to our traditional land to offer these words. 

This is an important day for Pimicikamak and for Manitoba. This is an important step in 
reconciling our relationship.

This is a day our people will remember.  

Today's apology is consistent with our national policy of healing Pimicikamak 
traditional territory, healing Pimicikamak people and healing Pimicikamak as a nation. 

According to our ways, we stand here today before the Creator—the Creator who put a 
wild and free-flowing river in this land, the Creator who gave our people the sacred 
responsibility to care for these lands and waters, the Creator who can put love and 
respect in all of our hearts. 

We are here today because many years ago Manitoba Hydro, with the permission of the 
governments of Manitoba and Canada, dammed the veins of our mother Earth. The 
changes began more than 50 years ago when the Kelsey dam was built in the Nelson 
River—Kichi Sipi—which flows through the heart of our nation. That dam affects a 
long stretch of the river as well as what is known today Sipiwesk Lake, one of our most 
important lakes. 

Some of our people were forcibly displaced when Sipiwesk was flooded. Graves along 
the lakeshore have been exposed, disturbed and in some cases washed away. 



In the '70s, another dam was put in Kichi Sipi—Jenpeg. This dam has caused both 
flooding and low water. It has disturbed the natural balance of seasonal fluctuations and 
has turned part of our territory into a floodway at times.

Pimicikamak citizens have died as a result of dangerous ice and floating debris caused 
by Jenpeg. 

The hydro project has also contributed to mass unemployment and mass poverty for our 
people. It has piled on top of the other difficulties we have faced. 

It is not possible to capture in words the damage done. Much of the harm is irreparable. 
It has forever changed our ways of life and our health. For us, hydropower is not clean.

Many elders have passed away without ever hearing what we heard today. We cannot do 
anything about that now. We can only honour their memory by working to make things 
better. 

Nothing will truly replace what we have lost. That is a bitter reality we must live with. 
All we can do is stand here today to let out the grief and to heal our nation. Mr. Premier, 
you have contributed to that healing today. 

We are here today because on October 16, 2014 several hundred of our citizens went to 
Jenpeg. They were upset. They were fed up. They were determined. And they sent a 
clear message: 

 this is our home
 we demand to be treated with respect; 
 things must change. 

October 16 is another day our people will remember. 

In the weeks that followed, many of our people spent a lot of time at Jenpeg. They 
organized events, they tended the fires, they spent nights there in the cold. I thank and 
honour everyone who contributed to that stand, including the people who were there in 
spirit. 

I also want to acknowledge that our actions at Jenpeg created hardships for individual 
workers at the facility and their families. I humbly ask for your understanding. 
 
Jenpeg is a prominent part of our history and our homeland. The dam will always be a 
symbol of loss for us, but now it is also a reminder of the strength and determination we 
demonstrated there. 



Today's apology is an important symbol of that sort of shift from hurt to healing. It 
symbolizes new relationship. The apology does not fix the past. It does not even fix the 
present. Our lands, waters and resources are still a mess. Our people still lack a fair 
share of the opportunity generated by the river. Our people still have to face debilitating 
hydro bills. 

But what this apology does, is create the foundation for a better future. It does not create 
that future, but it creates a foundation. Now we have to build that future together. The 
process ahead can be a turning point for our nation. It can have a direct impact on the 
well being of a great many of our people, as well as our lands. 

Not all of our people are ready to accept an apology. Some people will need to see what 
follows this apology before they are ready to accept it. I understand that. That is the 
nature of apologies. 

Mr. Premier, I want to you to leave here today knowing that this is our home and we 
love it. We love it and we will protect it. We must protect it because it is our Mother. She 
is sick, but she is still our Mother. 

I want you to leave here today feeling beyond any shadow of a doubt that the 
Pimicikamak people are proud; the Pimicikamak people are strong; the Pimicikamak 
people will stand tall. 

Mr. Premier, I thank you again for travelling here to deliver this apology. I hope this is 
part of a healing journey for all of us. 

I assure you again that this is a day our people will remember. 

Ekosani. Thank you. 


